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Exscutive, CIA 7 aaipr 1950 ‘
Assistant Director, (RE o
Standardigzation of Place-names
REFERERCE : CIA Administrative Inmstrugtion No, 50-18 }d&t&d 27 June 1949
BNCLOSURE s List of Approved Flace-namss in China

~ 2 of refevencs direots that Wiransliteration of Chinese
will ba by the Wade-Giles system"., Howowsr, in implementing this direetive
& sonfuging lack of wniformity in spelling of plage-names has grown within
CIA, Some CIA units use well-known, canventi&ml nanes for eities whieh
other unite identlfy and xecord through the literal Wade~Giles epelling of
Chingas namps, Thus, Chefoo in ome CIA map or report may appear as ‘fan-t'g;,_
or a8 both in another Teport.

2. Partiront to resclubtion of this problem is the fact that il is now
the practice in CIA production of NIB chapters to use the conventional plage~
names -~ rathsr than the literal Wade~Ciles - in all instances where a
sonventional place-name has bean approved by the US Board on Gecgraphie
M- *

3. It is therefore recommended that:

a. CIA persomsl use conventiongl place-names rather than the
1iteral ¥Wade~Uiles spelling of Chinese names in all instances where
& sorventional place-nams has been appmd by the U, 8, Board on
Geegraph&c Hamas .

b, Otherwise, CIA persomnel use tha literal Wade-Giles spelling,

L. This rr ﬁaaﬁ. has been presentad to and has received the writien
soncurrenses of Assistant Directors. Theme concwrrenges covered s
wall & proposal that the enplogure hereto be reprodused and distributed
throvghout {14 as & reforsnce guids, Thls mclaam, prepared on request
of CEE Map Division by the Snaﬁ‘ of the U, 5, Poard on Geographic Namas,
lists the Boardts currently approved conventional China place-names,

S5, If this recommendation is approved, it is proposed that the follow
ing implementing action be talen:

a. Revise Adoinistrative Instruction No, 50-18 by:

(1) ehanging paragraph 2 to read,

#2. Transliteration of Chinese will Le Ly the Jade~
Gilas aystem, sxoept that conventional place-names approved
by the U, 5, Board on Geographic Names (fwmished as Enclosure G
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hezeto) will always be used and the copregponding literal

Wade-(iles spelling will be avoided,”

{2) chancing snclosures desoription to read:
‘#Enplosures: 7
i %€, D, B, 7, 0"

{3) using the enclosure heretu as Enclosure & of the revised
Administrative Instruction 50-18.

) Reproducing the enclosure hersto and forwarding f1f%y
mﬁg)w each Aaipiim Director for internal distribution.

6. Om 1 September 1950 and periodically thereafter AD/CRE, unlesa

ctiwrwise directad, will submit modifications to the enclogure if any
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